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RADICAL DIFFERENCES.

There is & radical difference between
the financial statement with which the
Board of School Directors of District
No. 1, (the City of Astoria) goes be-
fore its people, and the fiduciary report
of the city officers lately made to the
Common council, and through them to
the citizens, Both constituencies are
identically the same, to all intents and
purposes, and a careful consideration
of each statement must convince the
taxpayers that the agents in charge of
their school affairs are better equipped
to do the real thing than the municipal
staff. The Sehool Directors go back to
the people they represent with a sur-
plus of nearly 810,000, while the city
officials bave been compelled to an-
nounce a shortage equally as large. It
is idle to comment on the situation. It
spenks for itself, The same conditions
of axcellent control and management at-
tach to the the Astorin
Water Commission as shown by its re-
cent report, and so it goes. Brag and
bluster are all right in their places, but
dollars and cents to the public eredit
outelass them in the lmg rin. The

results of

Demoerats will correct all these things |

in good time, NIT. Of course, the Re-
publiouns are wh(:ll_r responsible for the

deficit just announced in the city bud-

get; they ars the popular seape-goat |

just now, but that kind of thing wears
out after while and it may occur to the
thinking citizen and taxpayer some day
spoom, that the onus of this discrepancy
in the municipal balance belongs else-
where; thal perlaps there is an over-
weening adherence to Democratic advice
with

these things; when this conviction does

and counsel that is chargelle

arrive, please do the Astorian the be-
lated, but righteous justice to remem-
ber that it warned vou months ago of
the trend of affuirs and named the ac-
tunl source of responsibility,
P ] S e
DEMOCRATIC TACTICS.

The Astorian desires, once for all, to
place itself on record a< to its politieal
distinctions in thi< balliwick, There
ere but two political orgunizations in
Astoria, at this day and time, whatever
the future may develop; they are Re-
publican and Democratic Parties, We
concede the splendid adroitness of the
Democratic leaders in  warping the
“Citizond’ " yovemdnt o their camp
and bidding; it was a masterly and sqe-
cewful movement, and abeolutely un-
questionable jn its results, it makes
them supreme in Jocal affairs, and if
you don't believe it, watch their pro-
gram unfold itself between now and the
June election day. Every man and pur-
pose will be of Democratic persuasion
snd tendency, and the alleged “Citizens”
will do the work of the mingrity party
and do it well and obediently, as they
odid it last week, It is up to Democratic

lsadesship to open the town, swell ita
revenues, appoint its officers and toll
the rest of their contingent what 1o do
and when and how it is to be done, The
work of buncoing the ordinary careless
ditiven is  complete, oxeept for (he
“cinching wp™ of the Democratic girths
to make the seat of the Democratic
“hoss™ secure in the stolen saddle. All
Might. This is the Mypotlgpsis upon
which this "pu]-rr will eonduwet its fu-
tufe treatment of publie questions and
issnes in Chis eity and it will do =0 un-
compromisingly. It is Republican ver-
sz Democrat “rom this day on, alleged
Republican mwembers  of the Citizens’
party to the conlrary notwithstanding.

RUSSIA'S HEAVY BURDENS,

The Russinn empire is now threaten-
ed with dismemberment. Poland s
clamoring for antonomy, 'if not national
independence, and seems  prepared to
fight for it, amd the Baltic provinces,
according to the dispatches from Riga,
have thrown off the imperial yoke al-
together and extablished a provisional
government, Riga is the ancient capi-
tal of Livonia and is the greatest mari-
time city in Northern Russia, It is
the commercial and political center of
Livonia, Courland and Esthonia, which
comprises the former principality of Li-
thuania, The inhabitants are mainly of
Teutonio stock, the Scandinavian blood
predominating.

Formerly the Baltic provinces, in-
cluding Finland, were fiefs of the Swed-
ish crown, but passed under the domin-
ion of Russia as a result of the ermsh-
ing of the Swedish power by Peter the
Greal.

So long as the Livonians and Cour-
landers were permitted to retain their
local laws and institations and given
a reasontble latitude for industrial and
commercial development they prospered
and were fairly conteut under the rule
of the czar,

But of late years they have been har-
assed and rousad to hitter antagonism
by the Russifieation policy which found
such a strenuous protagonist in M. Po-
biedonostseff, late procumtor of the
Holy Synod of the Orthodox church.
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AUSTRIA'S PREMIER.

Baren Fejervary has put his hand to
the plough and will not turn back nor
look back. The Magvars are raging
against him for his universal suffrage
proposals but he persista in them and
will drive them throngh with whip and
spur. Logic is on hid 'side. The Hun-

garian demand is for popular rule, Then,
replies the grim old minister, let all the
people rule, There is, he holds, no more
reaon why Slovak and Croat should be
dominated by Magyar than why Mag-
yar should be dominated by German. So
he will first restore order, with an iron
hand, and then dissolve Parlinment and

elecct @ new House of Representatives
on the basin of secret universal suff-

rage, That will mean a pew era for
Hungary, and, despile the forebodings

of the Magyar aristocrats, theré is rea-

son fo believe it will be & better era.
PN NS————
ENGLISH CABINET.
The new British Premier has sur-
rounded himself with a Cabinet of such

obvious individum]l merit as at the be-

ginning to dispose of the idea ther
are no men outside the Conservative
party sufficiently able to carry on the
government. Johm Morley and James
Bryee are famous abroad, and most of
the others have established reputations

at home, There is something pletor-
esque about the rise of John Burns, whe
was sducated 10 nught schools, hiad =

harl o'r yegie for a living and has been
for & lgng time a labor representative
in Parlinment. His appointment is all
the more s vindication of his constitu-
ency in that he is of course not ealled
to the ministry for the purpose of re-
cogmizing that interest so much as be-
cause his abilities will make him a use-
ful administrator and are expected to
add strength to his party in the House
of Commons,
—-—
MILLS HOTELS PAY.

Mills Hotel No, 3 has been contracted
for, and its total cost will be §1.500.000
In it< construction and equipment there
will be no hotel in New York more mod-
em or scientific. In fact, some of the
innovations which will be introduced, ac-
cording to those in cherge, will open
the eves of hotel managers ull over the
world. The location of the new hotel is
in the heart of the thealer distriet, and
it will be surrounded by some of New
York's best hostleries, It goes to show
that the ecight yvears' experience which
Mr. Mills has had in operating low-
prieed hotels for men is of a character
to warrant the multiplieation of them,
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AN EXPLANATION,
(Judge.)

“T was surprised to see you with that
sensational paper in your hand.”

“Oh, 1 don't read it, I only write for

| A

A LITER
APPLICATION

By LOUISE J, STRANG

Copyright, 104, by Loulse J. Strang

“You shall never marsy lier on the
face of this carth!”™ Aust Eliza de
liveredd her assertion autocratically,
and swept from the room, closing the
door with an empbasis that made tear
ful Kitty shriek,

The young man whose tewerity bad
evoked the declaration gathered the
lttle figure in a comfortable embrace,
saying coaxingly, “Look here, girile,
what's the use of carlng whether she
cousents or not? You're eighteen. Let's
be warrled aryway."

“But—but papa gave Ler control of
we and my property Uil 1 am twenly-
four. You know she-she cam keep

me from bha a penny ull that time.”
“She's we to. We won't neod
it But for walting plx years—

that's out of the question, and we are
not going to do It. Besldes, she de
clares | shall pever marry you any-
way, and we will bave to do without
her consent In the end or give each
other up.”

Qlving each other up was not to be
consldered nt all, Kitty agreed, but she
bad not the cournge openly to defy
Aunt Ellxa, and the only thing seemed
to be to wait.

But as the weeks passed the walting
policy appeared” only to strengthen
Mrs. Btratton's 1 to ' her
plece's marriage with' Prank Renfew.
She grew distinctly tyraanical, finally
prolilbiting the ypung man's visits, aud
forbldding Kitty to recoguize him at
chance meetiugs. Then the girl fared
up and demanded some good reason
for her aunt's unexplained attitude of
bostility to Frauk. There was none,
really, except the willful desire to
dominate affalrs,

But she told Kitty sharply: “He ls not
at all the man to cantribute to your
bappluess, and he bhas wot the ability
to manage your property successfully.
In plain words, he lsn’t burdened with
any too much smartness,”

“l am the best judge as to my happl-
ness, and I'd trust Fravk's ‘smartness’
with every cent I bave!"” Kitty retort.
ed.

“I wouldn't and won't! 1 consider
the matter settled and sbail expect you
o act accordingly, eise you may find
yourself ln school agaln.”

She salled away, thus securing the
last word, as was her habit, but the
threat made Kitty rebelllous, and she
went out immediately and purposely 1o

“siLENoR| SILENOR| A WEDDING WILL

NOW TAKR FLACR"
meet Frank, As he was on the watch
for such chances, she was soon pouring
out this new grievance to bhlm ln the
shelter of the park.

Frank seized the moment to urge
thelr marriage at once, but In spite
ber Indignation Kitty could not quite
make up ber mind to take that step.
Bhe felt that she could not bear to be

utterly estranged from her only llving
lnhUn because of ber disobedlence.
: Something might happen to change
Aunt Eliga—and anyway, she was de
termined to see Frank when and where
ahe could, and she would be true to
bhim always. Bhe sobbed a little and
dabbed her eyes with her handkerchief,
swelling with pride at the simliarity of
ber position with that of her favorite,
persecutad berolne,

Frank bad preserved s moody sl-
lence, his eyes fixed on a dlstant bil)-
board just now being spread with Sam-
ing posters. Buddenly be started up
Alertly, & broad smile chasing the gloom
from his countenance. The smile In-
creased to a wide grin, a chuckle, and
presently, to Kitty's astonlshment, he
broke Into & gust of laughter,

“Girlle, I've got the greatest idea
ever] We'll be married and not run
up agninst suntie’s veto elther!” He
gleefully explained the scheme that bad
flashed Into his mind. **There's a sort
of negative consent In her declaration,
though she never dreamed of It, of
ecourse, but ahe’ll see It herself,” he as-
serted,

Kitty reflected gravely, saw the

' point, was soddenly and completely

convinced of its legitimacy and added
& rippling chime to his guffaws,

They arranged everything down to
the smallest detall and declded that
during the Intervening time they would
conduct “thenwelves. as If [ sphmis-

slon to an adverse fate: therofore Mise
Kitty was demurely deforential to her
aunt's wishes and sweetly If some

what mournfully ebedlent, In so much
that that aostere lady's really kind
betart gave her some uncomfortable
moments,  She became more compll

il | aut, and, as Kitty secmed disposed to

mope, exerted berselfl to (nterest the

| girl, even sacrificiug ber dignity to

the extent of proposing that, dressed
plaluly, they shonld join the herd of
sightseers aud™witness a circus parade,
tight rope walking and balloon ascen-
slon, Aunt Elisa's prosence on the
street that day was pecullarly dealr
able, and Kitty acquiesced with se-
eret Jay.

Frank passed them ouce with a sty
bow, and Mra Strattoa's keen eyes
could deteet no cloud on the rosy face
beside her. Kitty was becomlug recon.
el
A few girls Joined them, and It wan
Aunt Ellzsa herself who further
smoothed the way uncousclously by
offering to remaln peated on a dry
goods box commanding an unobstruct-
el view, leaving Kitty and the girls
to run about unhampered by her slow-
er movements, Klity promptly lost
her companions and jolned Frank at
the prearranged rendesvous.

“Really, it s taklng a mean ad-
vantage, Frank. She bas made It »o
easy!" she excinimed.

“Never mind. It was wholly unin.
tentlonal qn her part and she will
probably more than make up for it
ufterward,” he comforted,

“1 suppose s0," Kitty giggied hyster:
leally.

Frank looked at her anxiously.
“Brace up, girilel Twke a tight hold
of yourself and don’'t be afrald. They're
yaltlug for s, and it'll be over soon.”

He pushed through the jam to the
big balloon swaylng on Jts stout
vables. A sllm, severe young man In
clerlcal drese was nlready In the car,
looking diguified disapprebation, , He
had not renlized the extreme publieity
of the position, and ounly Frank's pre-
payment of a large fee prevented his
withdrawal.

Clinging to Frank, trembllng aod
frightened, Kitty was helped In, the
balloon set afloat, and & man elevated
above the crowd bellowed through a
meguphone.

“Slience! Sllence! A wedding will
now take place In the alr above your
heads! Sllence!™ .

A qulet ensued, and In the stillness
the clear volce of the minister drepped
down upon the multitude the old yet
ever new words of the ceremony unit-
Ing two llves In the bonds of matri-
mony. Just at Its concluslon Aunnt
Eliza, who had gaped In open mouthed,
petrified astonishment, scrambled to
her feet upon the box, waved her um-
brella and shricked wildly: “Kitty!
Kitty! Stop this Iustant! 1 forbld it!
I forbld 1t

“Too late, ma'am!" yelled the megn-
phone man, with & laugh that set the
spectators off In delighted cheers,

“You're & pretty palr of underhanded
cheats!” Auut Ellza exploded when
the bridegroom finally had fought his
way through to her with his shrinking
bride. “It ean't be legal—such a per.
fectly disgraceful thing!™

“Oh, yes, It's all right enough,
auntie,” Frank grinnsd. “And we
were obliged to do It, disgraceful or
not, for 1 was determined to bave
Kitty, and she would not dlsobey your
mandate prohibiting our ever belng
married on the face of this earth
Forgive us and let meé be the best
pephew to you that I know how,” He
held out n conclliatory band.

Aunt Eliza glared, remembéred, ac
cepted her defent, shook hands with
bim ‘and turned to the bride with a
snlff.

“l guess he's mmart enough, after
all, Kitty. Cowe aloug and help select
a proper outfit for your bridal tour.”

An Array of Thirvieens.

Buperstition seems to be a part of the | -

mental composition of évery one, and
it commonly centers to a rooted an
tipathy to the number thirteen. This
first of the teens has bad to stand for
many an actlon that was ridiculous,
and yet there Is hardly any person who
would sidestep an Inch or mournfully

of rall at fate should he spy a silver quar-

ter dollar on the sidewalk. In fact, he
would be only teo eager to plaee It gen-
tly In his pocket, Hare you ever taken
the trouble to scan closely this small

plece of silver? If you have not you |

may be wtrprised to find on the eagle
side that there are thirteen arrows lu
the bundle which (s elutched In the left
claw, thirteen laurel leaves on the
branch Ip the other claw, thirteen stars
at his bead, thirteen letters In (he Lat-
in inseription “E Pluribus Unum,"” thir-
teen letters In the words “quarter dol-
lar,” thirteen stripes on the shield, and
on the front of the silver plece are thir-
teen stars surrounding the Liberty head
and thirteen leaves in Liberty’s crown.
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53 Y. M C, A Bldg., Portland

COMPETENT JUDGES,

Women who make a business of bean
tifylng othor women come pretty neat
knowing what will bring about the best
results. Fere are lotters from two, con-
cerning Herplelde:

“I ean recommend Newbro's * b
clde,” an It st my balr mm
aut; and, & It has no super-

o,

“(Signed.) Bertha A. Trullinger,
“Complexion #-eclalist,

“24 Morrison 8L, Portiand, Ore."

“After using one bottle of “Herplelde®

1y hair has stopped falling out, and my

calp Ia entirely freo from dandruff
“(8igned.) Grace Deodge,
“Beauty Doctor,

“1% Sixth Bt, Portland, Ore”

#0ld by leading drugeists. Bend e, in
stampa for sample to The Herpicids Co.,
Detroly, Mich,

Fagle Drug Store, 351-338 Rond St
Owl Drug Store, 540 Com. St, T, ¥,
Laurin, Prop. “Special Agent.”

J. Q. A. BOWLBY, President,
0, L. PETERSON, Viee-President.

Oapiial Paid in 100,000,
Transsols » Geneml Banking Bosipma,

168 Tonth Btreet,
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FRANK PATTON, Cashier,
J. W, GARNER, Awssistent Cashier,

Sherman

433 Commercial Street
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PALE BOHEMIAN
LAGER BEER
Brewed and uoder sanitary

Wious

The Health-Bullding quali-
ties of PALE BOHEMIAN
LABER BEER are unexcel-
led. Thus it becomes at
once a satisfactory table
| drink and a valuable tomic
In the sick room,

Easlly kept, when pur-
chased IN BOTTLES from

o agenta
On draught at the leading

Cafes,

- ﬁ

NORTH PACIFIC
BREWING €O,

ASTORIA, OREGON.

CHINA WARE

CUPS AND SAUCERS.
CHOCOLATE BETS,
SALAD SETS.
TEA SETS,
FANCY TEA POTS,
ALL APPROPRIATE
CHRISTMAS GIFTS.

Yokohama Bazar
¥ Commereinl Slreet, Astor]

Astoria Savings Bank

Surpius and Undivided Profim fasom, |

Interest Pald on Time Deposita

—— e -

ASTORIA, OREGON,

Transter Co.

HENRY BHERMAN, Munager

Hacks, Carriages—Baggage Checked and Transferred—Trucks and Fur
piture Wagons— Pianos Moved, Buxed and Shipped,

Phone Main 121

First National E;nk;f Astd}ia. Ore.

ESTABLISHED 1880,

Capital and Surplus $100,000

There are through

share of the distance.

cago.
East and South.

the Rock Island from
to Chicago.

Rock Island service is the kind that gratifies
~—best meals on wheels.

Let Me Tell
You Something

Traveler to the East, I have a word for you:

Pullman sleepers, both

Standard and Tourist, going East from the
Coast at frequent intervals,
they travel via Rock Island System for a good

Over two routes

You can go by way of Ogden, Salt Lake and
Colorado, or you can go by way of 8an Francisco,
Los Angeles and El Paso, and the Rock Island
will land you in Kansas City, 8t. Louis or Chi-
Direct connection in Union Stations at
all three cities for all important points in the

Or the traveler via Northern route can take

Minneapolis and 8t, Paul
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